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Zaytoun CIC are proud to announce our Fairtrade Fortnight producer tour. 

Two of our guest producers are women – and we're excited to hear about their particular perspective on life as a Palestinian farmer. 

Bassema Basalat is an olive and za'atar producer, and a founder of her local women's association. She has lost family land to nearby Israeli settlements, affecting her ability to bring in family income.

Um Shehadeh (Widad Farid) is a producer of couscous and sundried tomatoes amongst other products, and the only female board member of the Palestine Fair Trade Association. 

Both women will tell UK audiences more about the evolving role of women in occupied Palestine as producers, family providers and the inheritants of their grandmothers' culinary traditions. Food production is the backbone of the Palestinian economy and two-thirds of the work is done by women. “This traditional food tells our story – who we are, what we do” says Bassema

Riziq Abu Nasser returns to the UK after 2 years to tell us more about his olive cooperative in Deir Istya. A pioneer coop, their delicious oil and olives were amongst the world's first to be certified both organic and Fairtrade. His ancient village stands testament to the many challenges facing Palestinian communities in the West Bank today – much of Deir Istya's land has now been stolen by illegal Israeli settlements, and what land remains has been polluted by settlement sewage. Still, Riziq remains hopeful as long as his community retains vital links with UK customers ‘By buying our olive oil, you are saving our lives, the future of our children and you are helping to save our land.’ 

Vivien Sansour is Media and Promotions Manager for Canaan Fair Trade.She comes with stories of how Canaan Fair Trade has empowered 1700 farmers and their families in its short history.  “Fair trade is helping our farmers reconnect to what is beautiful about their communities.” she says

Zaytoun CIC has recently been featured in Channel 4's documentary “Food: What Goes in Your Basket?” (Oct 20th) as well as being the cover story for January's Social Enterprise magazine. 

Zaytoun events including stalls, store samplings and presentations are happening around the country for Fairtrade Fortnight. Producer profiles and images are available from our archive link http://neocreative.co.uk/zaytoun_media.htm. Further images, information and event details are available on the Zaytoun website resources page http://www.zaytoun.org/get-involved/resources/ and by request from

0845 345 4887 or email contact@zaytoun.org

